
 
 
 JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 

South Georgia/North Florida Fire Information 
 
Ph: 866-380-9966                 315-P Plant Avenue 
Fax: 912-285-6370                                                                                Waycross, GA 31503 
Email: gafire@gmail.com                              10:30 a.m. June 11, 2007 
Web: www.gatrees.org  
  

 FIRE COUNTY PERS. ACRES % CONT. COST 
Sweat Farm Road Fire Ware & Charlton 496    83,683 98 $28.7 million 
Big Turnaround Complex Ware, Charlton & Clinch 326  386,722 85 $24.0 million 
Total: Sweat Farm/Big 
Turnaround 

Ware, Charlton & Clinch    822  470,405 90 $52.7 million 

Sweat Farm Road Fire is managed by a Georgia Type 2 Incident Management Team – Troy Floyd is Incident Commander.  Big 
Turnaround Complex is managed by a Southern Area Type 1 Incident Management Team (Red Team) – Mark Ruggiero is Incident 
Commander.  The Northeastern Forest Fire Protection Compact has mop-up responsibilities on several other wildfire incidents in 
southeast Georgia – Rich Schenk is Incident Commander.  
  
 
Fire Location   These fires are located 10 miles south of Waycross, GA and 16 miles west of Folkston, GA in 
Ware and Charlton Counties, GA. 

 
Georgia Fire Situation: 

 
Sweat Farm Road Fire  On June 10 two new fires, the Moccasin Road Fire (10 acres) and Crosby Road Fire 
(23 acres)  in Clinch and Atkinson counties, respectively, were promptly contained.  Assigned resources, 
including Georgia Forestry Commission Water Quality Specialists, continue to focus on assessments and 
performing emergency and temporary repairs to roads, culverts, and other safety hazards.  Firefighters 
continue to monitor and extinguish identified hot spots and reburns.  With high temperatures and continued 
drying, there is significant potential for reburns.  A reconnaissance flight is planned for today to inspect the 
fires.   
  
Big Turnaround Complex   Mop-up and suppression of reburns will continue today as fire activity increased 
yesterday due to low humidity.  Firefighters are felling hazard trees that are a threat to public safety.  Crews 
are prepared for initial attack on new fires if needed.  The current Incident Management Team is preparing to 
transition with a national Fire Use Management Team (FUMT) on Tuesday.  A FUMT is a fully qualified Type II 
team which manages a wildland fire to accomplish specific resource objectives.  The new team will continue to 
coordinate with the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge and Georgia Forestry Commission on initial attack.  
Tuesday, June 12 will be the last day Fire Updates will be posted at community locations.  Postings will 
resume if and when there is a significant increase in activity.  Anyone wishing to be added to the Fire Update 
email list should call 912-496-4176.  The daily Fire Update will continue to be distributed to local media and will 
be posted at the following websites: 
www.inciweb.org 
http://www.fws.gov/okefenokee 
www.nifc.gov 
 



 
Mop-Up Command   Today crews will be particularly vigilant as possible thunderstorms create wind shifts, 
especially threatening firelines on the western side of the fires.  Crews will continue to work on large, older fires 
south of Waycross.  Mop-up will continue within two hundred feet of containment lines.  The Incident 
Management Team at Jesup wishes to express special thanks to firefighters for their efforts in hot, dry 
conditions.  The total cost for Mop-up Command to date is approximately $5.6 million. 

 
Today’s Fire Weather: 

 
Today will be mostly sunny with some cumulus clouds developing in the afternoon.  There is a slight chance for 
a shower or a thunderstorm after 1500.  The chance for measurable rain today is 20 percent.  Temperatures 
will range from 95-100 degrees with relative humidity from 28-33 percent.  Winds will be from the east at 3-5 
mph through 1000, then increasing to 5-10 mph with gusts to 15 mph.  Winds will become southeast around 
1800 at 5-10 mph and gusting up to 15 mph as the sea-breeze passes.  
 

Advisories and Closures: 
 
The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, including the visitor center, is closed.  The east entrance at 
Suwannee Canal Recreation Area remains closed.  Kingfisher Landing remains closed.  The Refuge 
headquarters is open and conducting normal business.  To arrange access, vendors should call ahead to 912-
496-7366.  
 
The north entrance at Okefenokee Swamp Park is open but boating is not permitted at this time. 
 
Obediah’s Okefenok is open. 
 
Dixon State Forest and Wildlife Management Area are closed.   
 
The Stephen C. Foster State Park is open for overnight camping and cabin use but boating is restricted at this 
time. 
 
 

Roads Information: 
 

There are no known closures at this time.  
 

Additional Information Sources 
 

On the web: 
Georgia Forestry Commission www.gatrees.org 
Georgia Emergency Management www.gema.state.ga.us/ 
Satilla Regional Medical Center www.satilla.org/ 
Georgia Road Information www.georgianavigator.com 
Incident Information System www.inciweb.org 
Fire Weather Watch www.srh.noaa.gov/jax/firewx.shtml    
Ware County Schools www.ware.k12.georgia.us 
Charlton County Schools www.charlton.k12.ga.us 
Firewise Communities www.firewise.org 
Okefenokee NWR www.fws.gov/okefenokee 
 
By Phone: 
Big Turnaround Information  912-496-4176 
Charlton County (GA) Fire Hotline 912-496-3687 
Sweat Farm Information   912-285-6017 
Mop-Up Command   912-427-5772 



 
To donate firefighter supplies or for volunteers, contact: 
www.brighterdaysministries.net, 912-286-5093 or  
912-286-2842 
To support Georgia Fire Fighters, go to: www.gsffa.org/contact 
 
Cash donations for fire victims are being collected by: 
Department of Family and Children Services 
1200 Plant Avenue, Waycross, GA  31501 
For more information, call 912-285-6040 


