Tillamook Bay plan aims at safer entry- The Oregonian- March 22, 2006 

Reducing risk - Boaters may be told to approach a deadly crossing in a new direction 
http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1142999714123620.xml&coll=7
LORI TOBIAS 

Boaters may soon be advised to chart a different course when crossing the treacherous Tillamook Bay bar, but local mariners say the safety changes proposed by the U.S. Coast Guard are just a start -- not the answer. 

The Coast Guard wants to realign entrance buoys to direct boaters to approach the bar from the southwest instead of heading straight over the roughest waters at the jetty opening. The agency also proposes improvements to navigational aids to guide boaters into the bay. 

The buoys currently guide skippers on a path west to east from the open sea over the bar. 

"If you follow the buoys now you are coming right straight across the mid-grounds, which is the most dangerous area over the bar," said Jeff Folkema, Garibaldi Marina owner. "It's filled in over the years and there's a hump there. There's less depth in the channel straight out than to the south or north." 

Local boaters know to take the southerly approach, said charter operator Jon Brown, owner of the Kerri Lin and a skipper of 37 years. "That's the only way we come. If it's nice, we might come from the north. Only if it's beautiful do we come down the middle." 

But those unfamiliar with the bar follow the current navigational aids and can wind up in trouble, Folkema said. 

Three men died in February when the crab boat Catherine M, based out of Warrenton, tried to cross the bar in early morning hours during rough seas. It's not known how much experience skipper Craig Larsen had in crossing the Tillamook bar, considered one of the most dangerous on the Oregon coast. 

Eleven people died in June 2003 when the Garibaldi-based Taki Tooo also capsized while crossing the bar. Skipper Douglas Davis had 17 years' experience piloting boats on Tillamook Bay and nearby seas. The National Transportation Safety Board faulted Davis for not turning back in the hazardous conditions. 

The Coast Guard came up with the proposed changes after about nine months of meetings with local boaters and analysis of the Tillamook waterway, said Matthew Walker, chief of navigational aids for the Coast Guard district in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. 

The reviews are standard for all of Oregon and Washington waterways, Walker said. But the Tillamook Bay review received higher priority in the wake of the Taki Tooo tragedy. 

"The local mariners are using (the southwest approach) already," he said. "We decided, 'Well, let's use what the local mariners are using and mark it according.' Obviously, it is a dangerous waterway no matter how you mark it." 

Two other changes would include a new light on a marker inside the jetty and changing the channel marker from a multi-colored "sector" light to a steady "leading" light, which local mariners said would make it easier to determine their position in the channel. 

"I understand what they are doing, and the navigational aids will all help," said Tim Marshall, an area charter fisherman of 20 years. "But it's not really a fix to the problem." 

The jetty arms used to extend much farther than they do now, he said. Winter storms have washed away the rock from the top portion of the jetties. Sand and silt have built up in the center of the bar. 

"That's what's causing the quick-breaking waves, what causes them to break where they wouldn't normally," Marshall said. "Just redirecting boats to come in at a different angle is not the fix. There are a lot of days you can enter from either side, no problem. The jetties need to be rebuilt and it also needs to be re-dredged. That's the fix." 

Washington bans deadly 'teak surfing'- The Longview Daily News- March 21, 2006

http://www.tdn.com/articles/2006/03/22/area_news/news02.txt
OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) -- Washington has banned "teak surfing," a potentially deadly thrill sport in which swimmers cling to the back of a speeding boat.

Gov. Chris Gregoire signed the bill Monday after she and the sponsor, Sen. Pam Roach, R-Auburn, met privately with the parents of two young women who died in separate accidents on Pierce County's Lake Tapps. Both suffered from carbon monoxide asphyxiation and drowned.

The new law will be named for Jenda Jones and Denise Colbert. Colbert, 21, died in 2003. Jones, 22, died last August.

The parents, Marble and Doni Jones of Walla Walla and Jay and Kelly Colbert of Bonney Lake, watched as the bill was signed into law.

Roach said the measure will save lives.

The practice "is so dangerous because of the extremely high levels of carbon monoxide from the boat exhaust," Roach said, adding. "A swimmer can die from breathing in boat exhaust and drowning. Asphyxiation can occur in as little as 60 seconds."

The new law says the boat owner can be fined a maximum $100 for allowing someone to teak-surf, dive, bodysurf or hold onto the swim deck on the back of the boat.

Exceptions are allowed for someone briefly occupying the swim platform, deck, or swim ladder to help the boat depart or dock, or while entering or exiting the boat. The law doesn't apply when the boat is being used for law enforcement or emergency rescue.

The state Parks and Recreation Commission is directed to include information about carbon monoxide poisoning as part of boater safety education classes and brochures.

All new and used boats in Washington must display a sticker on the boat's interior that warns about the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning.

The state Senate staff said the Coast Guard warns that carbon monoxide concentrations released from the backs of ski boats can be as high as 40,000 to 80,000 parts per million. Concentrations as low as 200 parts per million can be fatal over a period of time. Exposure to a high concentration of carbon monoxide can cause a rapid loss of consciousness.

Teak surfing gets its name from the type of wood used on some boat platforms.

Washington joins Oregon, California and several other states in outlawing teak surfing.

The bill is SB6364.

Icebreaker Chills in Hawaii- Military.com- March 21, 2006
http://www.military.com/features/0,15240,91703,00.html
Honolulu, HI. - The Coast Guard Cutter Polar Star will arrive in Honolulu today after completing a two month deployment in support of Operation Deep Freeze 2006. Three local Hawaiians who are now in the Coast Guard are aboard the icebreaker. 

The 399-foot polar class icebreaker, which left its homeport of Seattle Jan. 20 with a 130-person crew, conducted icebreaking operations in McMurdo Sound, Antarctica, and continued grooming a shipping channel previously opened by the Russian icebreaker krasin. 

The channel ensures that vital cargo ships can deliver supplies to McMurdo Station, Antarctica's largest scientific and support community.  The Polar Star also groomed a supply runway near McMurdo Station, which allows cargo planes to help replenish the science station.

For the past 50 years, Coast Guard icebreakers have deployed to Antarctica in support of Operation Deep Freeze, where ships have broken through as much as 84 nautical miles of ice to produce a navigable shipping channel into McMurdo Station. This vital shipping channel allows supply ships to deliver more than six million gallons of fuel and four thousand metric tons of cargo, enabling McMurdo Station and South Pole Station to remain manned and operational throughout the harsh winter months. 

Polar Star, which was specifically designed for solo icebreaking in remote Polar Regions, turned 30 years old Jan. 17. The cutter's red reinforced hull is made of 1.75 inches of steel that covers a specially contoured icebreaking bow.  The cutter can call on 75,000 shaft horsepower enabling it to break up to 21 feet of ice.  Polar Star has deployed 15 times in support of Operation Deep Freeze.
Reedsport youth dies in Lower Smith River Road crash- The News-Review- 

March 21, 2006
http://www.newsreview.info/article/20060321/NEWS/60321016
CHELSEA DUNCAN 
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REEDSPORT — A Reedsport Junior-Senior High School student died Monday morning when the vehicle he was driving crashed into the Smith River.

Seventeen-year-old Eric Thomas Chase, a senior, was driving east on Lower Smith River Road near Milepost 9, when his vehicle missed a curve and left the roadway around 8:50 a.m., according to a Douglas County Sheriff’s Office press release.

The 1996 Toyota Avalon he was driving struck trees and boulders along the roadside before it plunged into the river and sank. 

Passenger Alan Keith Wheeler, 18, of Reedsport was able to escape the submerged vehicle and tried to help Chase in vain. The sheriff’s office dive team helped recover Chase’s body from the vehicle around 12:15 p.m., according to the press release. 

Wheeler, also a Reedsport High student, was taken to Lower Umpqua Hospital, where he was treated and released. The accident remains under investigation.

The U.S. Coast Guard, the Gardiner Fire Department, Lower Umpqua Hospital paramedics and the Douglas County road department assisted at the scene.

Chase’s father, Stephen Chase, said in a telephone interview Monday afternoon that his son was a loving friend to many.

“He was a great son and we loved him dearly,” he said. “And we’re going to miss him tremendously.”

Eric Chase, a football player, was on track to graduate this year, his father added.

Reedsport High athletic activities were canceled Monday night, according to a press release from Principal Patrick Gross.

School will be held on schedule today and throughout the week. Grief counseling and safe rooms will be available for students. 

“Our school community is deeply saddened, and many are grieving in different ways,” Gross said in the press release. “… Our deepest sympathies go to the Chase family.”
Plan endangers Columbia River- Seattle Post-Intelligencer- March 22, 2006 
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/opinion/263795_columbiariver22.html
SHIRLEY NIXON

The Columbia River is an international treasure. It is river as icon: once home to one of the richest salmon fisheries on Earth, a mighty river where tribes fished and lived for generations beyond memory.

Much has changed since U.S. and British explorers canoed these waters. Dams have turned "darkness to dawn" as the world's largest integrated hydropower system electrifies the Northwest. Massive pumps divert water to subsidize irrigated agriculture in the desert.

But "river as machine" is destroying river as ecosystem. Wild salmon teeter at extinction's abyss. Fishing communities and cultures are as endangered as the fish; recreational and fishing economies are faltering. Even Puget Sound orcas are harmed by the decline of the ocean-going Columbia River salmon that comprise much of the whales' winter diet.

Gov. Christine Gregoire and the Legislature last month enacted two laws that will have a major effect on the Columbia. When government shuts out key information, government risks making bad decisions -- and that is what happened when Olympia produced the new Columbia River Management Plan.

Scientific analysis and public debate are important predicates to major actions that significantly affect the quality of our environment. But this time the governor and Legislature foreclosed such input. Good science along with opportunities for thoughtful review and exploration of alternatives were discarded, replaced by political backroom wrangling to divvy up pieces of the river. Getting to political "yes" will eventually cost taxpayers billions and risks further damage to the river.

In 2003-2004, Washington asked the National Academy of Sciences to conduct a study of fish survival and water management in the Columbia. The resulting study noted 85 percent of the Columbia's water comes from Canada and neighboring states, and that the entire Pacific Northwest depends on the river's gifts.

In light of the river's already degraded condition, the NAS advised Washington to avoid unilateral decision-making and work closely with other jurisdictions. The NAS cautioned against allowing new water diversions that couldn't be "called back" during times of lower flows -- an insurance policy to protect the river if climate change or other variables affect water availability in the future. It recommended market-based approaches to redistribute water that already has been allocated. Sad to say, those well-grounded and thoughtful recommendations went unheeded in the rush toward political expedience. 

The plan directs the state to spend $16 million for water storage and water supply enhancement projects, including miles of conveyance systems to divert billions of gallons of water to irrigate Eastern Washington. The governor and Legislature also authorized an additional $200 million to be similarly spent over the next 10 years. That sum is likely to be only a down payment on what could become billions in taxpayer subsidized water projects.

Who will actually benefit, and by how much? The state is spending millions and necessitating a whole new taxpayer-funded bureaucracy without first weighing whether such measures are even necessary -- let alone cost-effective.

Some troubling specifics of the new Columbia River Management Plan include:

  Removing tools to protect river flows and senior water rights. The plan appears calculated to circumvent important legal and procedural safeguards to protect endangered species and instream flows. While the plan takes pains to protect the rights of new water users, there is no such certainty or safety net for fish and instream water values. It makes a sweeping change to Washington water law by overriding the requirement for case-by-case analysis of appropriate water-use mitigation measures, and allows new water rights under generalized blanket "voluntary regional agreements." 

  Inundating precious places with huge reservoirs. The plan jumps to the conclusion that dams and storage projects are needed to make "new water" for agriculture, and it treats natural places as throw-away landscapes. 

The areas contemplated for inundation include many miles of beautiful valleys, streams and natural features; many are home to rare and endangered species and are prized for their wildlife, ecological distinctiveness and aesthetic importance.

Such disregard for the value of the natural world represents a failure of this generation to fulfill its responsibilities as trustee of the environment for generations to come.

The abandonment of sound decision-making principles and the breakdown of public trust responsibilities for the Columbia River have not created a proud moment in the state's history. The river and the people of Washington deserve better.

Ocean salmon outlook unsettled- The Register-Guard- March 21, 2006
http://www.registerguard.com/news/2006/03/21/printable/b2.od.stahlberg.0321.ka6P9y4a.phtml?section=outdoors
By Mike Stahlberg
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Bottom of Form

The ocean salmon sportfishing outlook remains as unsettled as the Pacific Ocean in March. 

The Pacific Fisheries Management Council, meeting last week in Seattle, proposed three "options" for the upcoming West Coast salmon seasons. Usually, those options cover a range of possibilities narrow enough to provide a sense of what's in store. 

This year's options, however, range from an almost-normal season down to no season at all. For sport fishermen in the South of Cape Falcon management zone, the proposals are as follows: 

• Option I would be like last year, only a little worse in one respect and a little better in another. Worse in that the harvest quota for fin-clipped coho would be 35,000 fish, down from 40,000 in 2005. Better in that the season would run longer, up to 11 weeks (June 17 through Aug. 31) if the quota lasted that long. Last summer, the season ended July 31, before the quota was met. 

• Option II proposes a harvest quota of 20,000 coho, and only a six-week season (June 17 through July 31). 

• Option III is the "no fishing" alternative. 

Options I and II allow chinook fishing Mar. 31 through Oct. 31. Option III allows chinook fishing from now until April 1. 

The proposals for curtailed salmon seasons are a response to diminishing numbers of wild Klamath River chinook salmon. Even if no ocean harvest is allowed, the number of chinook spawning in the Klamath River is expected to fall below the management goal (35,000) for the third year in a row. 

As a result, the council needs to restrict the harvest of Klamath-bound chinook, which range in the ocean at least as far north as Cape Falcon and as far south as Horse Mountain, Calif. 

If chinook are the concern, why do the PFMC options speak of placing limits on coho harvests while continuing to allow the taking of chinook along most of the Oregon coast? 

Because the availability of coho, or lack of it, is the engine that drives the sportfishing effort. 

"What happens when you have the selective coho fishery open is it attracts a lot more interest and a lot more effort," said Chuck Tracy, salmon program manager for the PFMC. 

More lines in the water mean more chinook are hooked. Even if anglers were ordered to release chinook unharmed, Tracy said, more boats in the water translates to higher chinook mortality. On the other hand, the low success rate of a chinook-only fishery discourages many anglers, so the mortality is much lower. 

The PFMC's proposals do target chinook fishing in the Klamath Management Zone (south of Humbug Mountain). There, the chinook fishery would be closed under Option III, open only 23 days (May 28-31, July 1-4 and Aug. 23-Sept. 6) under Option II, and allowed May 26-July 4 and Aug. 14-Sept. 11 under Option I. 

Meanwhile, at the other end of the state (waters north of Cape Falcon), the three options range from about two-thirds of last year's quotas to about one-third. 

Where we end up will be known April 7, at the conclusion of a PFMC meeting in Sacramento. 

An Oregon hearing is set for 7 p.m. Monday at the Red Lion Hotel, 1313 N. Bayshore Drive, Coos Bay. 
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