Island County Red Cross honors heroes
http://www.heraldnet.com/stories/06/03/08/100loc_b3applasue001.cfm

The eighth annual American Red Cross Island County Chapter Real Heroes event was March 1 at the Elks Lodge in Oak Harbor. 

The keynote speaker was retired Rear Adm. William McDaniel. Whidbey Island Bank presented him with its Humanitarian Award. 

Mathew and Austin Cross won the Youth Good Samaritan award from Whidbey Printers. 

Kelly Elder won for emergency services from the Island County Fire Chiefs Association. 

Joanne Johnston, Rose Rip, Marveen Thierstein and Desire Thierstein won Adult Good Samaritan awards from Alaska Federal Credit Union. 

The Whidbey Lone Stars 4-H Club, represented by Lourdes Shuart and Jackie Vannice-Zahrt, won the Humanitarian Award from Whidbey Island Bank. 

Sports show gives kids free life jackets 

At the recent Evergreen Sportsman Show in Monroe, sponsor O'Loughlin Trade Shows distributed 5,400 life jackets to children for free. 

Chief Warrant Officer Jeff Parker, along with other Coast Guard members, Coast Guard auxiliarists and partners from the state Department of Parks and Recreation Boating Program, Snohomish County Sheriff's Office, Seattle Children's Hospital and students from Monroe High School helped with the distribution. 

Everett Elks Lodge names essay winners 

Everett Elks Lodge No. 479 recently held its Americanism essay contest. The theme was "What I Feel When I Look Up at the American Flag." 

Winners in Division 1 from Stillaguamish Valley School were Kallie DeNike, first; Angelique Bently, second; and Keila Gordon, third. Division 2 winners from Mill Creek Elementary School were Cecilia Tran, Andrew Ransom and Andrew Hopkins. 
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Report: Baltimore water taxi overloaded

By LESLIE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON -- Americans' expanding waistlines were a factor in the capsizing of a Baltimore water taxi that killed five people in 2004, a trend that has led to other deadly transportation accidents, the government said Tuesday.

The National Transportation Safety Board said the water taxi tipped over because excessive passenger weight made the boat too unstable to withstand a sudden gust of wind.

The NTSB said the Coast Guard underestimated the "tippiness" of the 36-foot Lady D pontoon boat because it used the results of a stability test designed for a different type of vessel.

The Coast Guard also assumed the average weight per passenger was 140 pounds, a standard that hasn't changed since 1942, the safety board said.

"It's the issue of what this thing can carry," said NTSB Chairman Mark Rosenker.

The average weight among the Lady D's 25 passengers when the accident happened was 168 pounds, making it 700 pounds overweight, investigators said.

As a result of the accident, the Coast Guard has implemented a more detailed stability test for pontoon boats like the Lady D.

In October, the Coast Guard contracted for a one-year study to assess what would happen if the assumptions about people's average weight were changed.

The NTSB said it was concerned the Coast Guard wasn't moving fast enough.

Coast Guard spokeswoman Angela McArdle said the law requires certain steps before regulations are changed. "We are moving forward," McArdle said.

Too much passenger weight was an issue in several other deadly accidents: the 2003 crash of a small plane in Charlotte, N.C., in which 21 people were killed on takeoff; and the sinking of the Ethan Allen tour boat on Lake George in New York last fall, which killed 20 elderly people.

In both cases, regulators relied on weight estimates that dated back to a time when Americans were slimmer.

Several months after the Charlotte crash, the Federal Aviation Administration raised its estimates of how much passengers and their luggage weigh.

And shortly after the 38-foot Ethan Allen capsized, New York Gov. George Pataki quickly changed the weight standard to 174 pounds for tour boats on state-regulated waterways.

Like thousands of vessels on inland rivers and lakes, the tour boat was operating under state regulation. Some mirror the Coast Guard's 140-pound federal standard, as New York's did before Pataki changed it.

The safety board directed its staff to alert organizations, such as the National Association of State Boating License Administrators, to the problem of overestimating the number of passengers that can safely board a boat because of standards based on a population of thinner people.

NTSB Member Ellen Engleman Conners said she was concerned there were other modes of transportation where assumptions about the weight of the average passenger factors into safety regulations.

On March 6, 2004, the Lady D had just left Fort McHenry with 25 people on board when severe weather moved into the region.

The vessel, run by Seaport Taxi, was one of several small water taxis on Baltimore's Inner Harbor when it was struck by wind nearing 50 mph. Passengers clung to its overturned hull in frigid water as they awaited rescue.

The National Weather Service concluded in August that its forecasters did not give timely warnings of the advancing storm.

---

On the Net:

National Transportation Safety Board: http://www.ntsb.gov
Transportation Security Administration: http://www.tsa.gov
CG Auxiliary Offers Coastal Navigation Course
http://www.military.com/features/0,15240,90221,00.html

Seattle, WA. - The Coast Guard Auxiliary is offering a coastal navigation class beginning Tuesday at Coast Guard Station Port Angeles, Wash. 

The course is offered to the public and costs $65 to cover the cost of books, materials and other class handouts.  It is not necessary for students to own a boat to register for these classes. 

The coastal navigation course is designed for people over 18 years-old who are interested in navigation.  Material to be covered includes learning about the following topics Marine magnetic compasses, nautical charts, dead reckoning, piloting, current sailing, tidal currents, Global Positioning System, radar plotting, and fuel & voyage planning.

The coastal navigation class is an intensive instructional course to be held from 7 to 9 p.m., for 13 weeks.  At the end of the course there will be a final exam. 

For additional information on this course and to register contact the Flotilla 42 Public Education Officer at 360-582-0751.

Sound Off...What do you think? Join the discussion.
Copyright 2006 U.S. Coast Guard. All opinions expressed in this article are the author's and do not necessarily reflect those of Military.com.

Safety drill at Port of Seattle is deadly for man serving on container ship
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEATTLE - A man who died in a lifeboat accident during a safety drill was a member of the crew of a container ship based in Hong Kong, investigators in the King County medical examiner's office said. 
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Jie Zheng, 25, drowned at Terminal 18 after a lifeboat containing him and three others from the crew of the OOCL Britain flipped while being lowered into the water near the mouth of the Duwamish River, investigators said Monday.

Coast Guard personnel pulled all four from the water within about 20 minutes Sunday but Zheng died after being taken to Harborview Medical Center.

A second crew member was treated for a broken leg, and the other two others were returned to the ship.

The Britain had arrived in port earlier in the day. The accident, which occurred during a safety drill supervised by the American Bureau of Shipping, remained under investigation, Coast guard officials said. 
New plan for U.S.-Canada ID already slowing cross-border tourism, says travel official 

By CAROLYN THOMPSON
The Associated Press

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/PrintStory.pl?document_id=2002850436&zsection_id=2002113000&slug=webuscanada07&date=20060307

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. — The U.S. plan to require people traveling between the United States and Canada to have passports or similar identification is already hurting cross-border tourism, and it's not even in effect yet, tourism officials say.

Convention planners are hesitant to book events across the border a year or two in advance without knowing how the plan will be implemented or what new identification cards will cost, Randy Williams of the Tourism Industry Association of Canada told a panel of U.S. and Canadian government officials on Monday.

Many Americans are staying away from Canada already, believing the requirement is in effect now, he said.

"There is uncertainty in the marketplace and uncertainty is killing us right now," Williams said at a conference of the Binational Tourism Alliance, a trade organization that promotes cross-border tourism.

Others worried potential tourists would find it too bothersome and costly to apply for cards for themselves and their children, and to have to carry extra documents with them.

Americans now must show at least driver's license (and proof of citizenship) or birth certificate when re-entering the country at land borders. Beginning Jan. 1, 2008, they will need either a passport or other form of identification now being developed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and State Department.

Air and sea travelers will have to show the new identification a year earlier under the plan announced by the United States in April as part of post-Sept. 11 security efforts.

Information
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Binational Tourism Alliance : www.btapartners.com
U.S. State Department: www.travel.state.gov (click on "New requirements for travellers")

Canadians, meanwhile, will have to show a passport to enter the United States.

Ontario Tourism Minister Jim Bradley predicted U.S. winter destinations such as Myrtle Beach and Florida will lose Canadian "snowbirds" and the money they spend.

In 2003, there were 34.5 million visits by Canadians to the U.S. Bradley said he favored upgrading existing forms of identification, like the driver's license, with new security features and a citizenship designation.

"That would achieve greater security while allowing us all to cross the border on the informal basis we have enjoyed throughout our history," he said.

Tamara Conway, a Department of Homeland Security policy adviser, said the government was working to lower the potential cost of the passport alternative. U.S. passports are $97, while officials have indicated a wallet-sized card would cost about half that.

Copyright © 2006 The Seattle Times Company
Sensors added to port cargo

"BLACK BOXES" WILL DETECT CORRUPT CONTAINERS

Posted by the Asbury Park Press on 03/8/06

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ELIZAhttp://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20060308&Category=NEWS03&ArtNo=603080337&SectionCat=NEWS02&Template=printart
ELIZABETH — With the nation's port security under increased scrutiny because of a potential handoff of operations to an Arab company, state and port officials said Tuesday new technology is being tested to help safeguard one of the nation's busiest ports. 

Cigar-box sized "black boxes" will hang over the doors of about two dozen cargo containers as part of a pilot program to help monitor the security of containers as they travel international waters to ports in New York and New Jersey. 

The Department of Homeland Security program is aimed at helping to identify vulnerabilities in a shipping system that brings more than 15 million containers through U.S. ports every year and to look at technology that could enhance security. 

Gov. Corzine said only a fraction of the containers are physically inspected. He called for minimum security standards for cargo containers and a nationwide system of checking the credentials of port workers. 

"If we gave the same attention to this pilot project that had gone into airport security, we'd be a lot farther along than the 5 percent of screening that goes on in cargo containers," Corzine said. 

The governor also reiterated his criticism of a controversial deal that would allow operations of some U.S. ports, including those in New York and New Jersey, to be taken over by Dubai Worlds International. The state unsuccessfully sued to order an investigation into the deal, which was approved by the Bush administration; a lawsuit by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey is scheduled to be heard this week. 

The pilot program is being tested at ports in Newark, Elizabeth and New York. Different technology is being used at ports in Los Angeles, Seattle and Tacoma, Wash. 

The first 25 containers being used in the program already have left Germany and Jordan and are expected to arrive in the area next week. Sensors in the "black boxes" can determine whether doors have been opened, light has entered, or radiation or carbon monoxide is present. 

The pilot program is expected to be expanded to about 1,000 containers. 

Also Tuesday, officials said a record amount of cargo — worth more than $132 billion — was transported by container to the ports system in New York and New Jersey last year. 

The record cargo volume is attributed to a 17 percent increase in trade with far eastern Asia and a 15 percent increase in trade with Southeast Asia, a trend that began three years ago. 

The top trading partners are China, accounting for 22.6 percent of the ports' cargo, Italy, Germany, India and Brazil.

Feds urge closure of salmon fishing in California, Oregon
NOAA Fisheries targets 700 miles of coastline in proposal
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
http://159.54.227.3/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20060308&Category=OUTDOORS&ArtNo=603080319&SectionCat=&Template=printart

SEATTLE -- Federal fish managers told the Pacific Fishery Management Council on Tuesday that salmon fishing in northern California and most of Oregon must not be allowed this season. 
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The National Marine Fisheries Service recommendation is only one the council must consider as it meets in Seattle this week, but it carries great weight. The council is an advisory body to NMFS, which ultimately sets harvest limits. 

Salmon fishing along 700 miles of coastline -- from Oregon's Cape Falcon, just south of the Columbia River, to California's Point Sur, just south of San Francisco -- would be shut down under the recommendation. 

If approved, it would be the largest closure of a salmon fishery, said Frank Lockhart, director of NMFS' northwest sustainable fisheries division. 

Klamath River chinook populations have fallen well below required limits for the past several years, said NMFS spokesman Peter Dygert -- the main factor driving the closure recommendation. 

Dygert encouraged the council to proceed to consider other recommendations, but cautioned that NMFS is unlikely to approve a proposal without an emergency closure. 

If the season is closed, the government would work to expedite federal disaster relief for fishermen, Lockhart said. 

The salmon season is the focal point of the Seattle meetings. 

Attendees were anticipating the guidance from NMFS in a letter last week. By Tuesday, the letter still hadn't been approved by officials in Washington, D.C. Instead, the contents were read to the council. 

Fishing off the Washington coast also could be restricted because coho in the Lower Columbia River recently were listed as threatened under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. But Dygert said a managed season could be acceptable. 

The closure recommendations come as biologists express concern that fewer mature chinook salmon are spawning to replace fish that are dying off. 

Dell Simmons, a NMFS biologist, gave the council a bleak picture of salmon populations for the season. For the third year in a row, he said, the number of mature chinook salmon leaving the ocean to spawn in the Klamath River is expected to fall below the 35,000 minimum. 

Fishermen, whose livelihoods are at risk, said the problem in the Klamath isn't fishing harvests, it's a sick river. 

Fisherman Dave Bitts, vice president of the Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman Associations, a California fishing lobby, said closing the salmon season will be disastrous. One closed season will ruin the fleet, he said, and the businesses that service fishing boats. 

"If we can't fish, we're broke," he said. 

The council is scheduled to hear additional public comment today. A final recommendation for NMFS is expected when the council meets in April in Sacramento, Calif. 

Jim Anderson, spokesman for the California Salmon Council, said lower river levels and warmer river temperatures cause parasites that kill the fish. He pointed to river dams as a major contributor to the problems. 

Anderson estimated the value of the salmon business in California alone at $150 million. 

"It's getting harder and harder to make a living doing this," said an emotional Matthew O'Donnell of Crescent City, Calif. "It's a shame." 

Ocean salmon season outlook not good

Options will be released at the end of this week

From wire reports

March 8, 2006
http://159.54.226.83/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060308/OUTDOORS/603080312/1034

Fishing options for ocean salmon seasons won't be released until Friday in Seattle, but the news is expected to be grim, at best.

Discussions about the issue so far have taken up the bulk of the discussions at the Pacific Fishery Management Council's weeklong meetings that opened on Monday at the Seattle Marriott Hotel.

At the end of the week, the council is scheduled to release its options -- usually three each for sport and commercial seasons -- for chinook and coho salmon fishing off the Pacific Coast.

The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, meeting March 17 in Newport, will discuss the options and make its final recommendations to the council.

Those, along with proposals from Washington and California fishery managers, will be included in the deliberations when the council makes its final decision during meetings April 2-7 in Sacramento, Calif.

The Pacific Fishery Management Council is the federal policy-making body for shared fisheries in the ocean off California, Washington and Oregon.

Along the southern and central Oregon Coast and into Northern California, the driving factor in the council's salmon decisions is the expected weak run of fall chinook in the Klamath River.

Biologists estimate the Klamath needs at least 35,000 returning fish each year, but forecast this year's run to barely reach 30,000 spawners.

The near-collapse of the run is blamed on a combination of factors, including a drought and the resulting water war between farmers and environmentalists in 2001 and a massive die-off of returning adult chinook in fall 2002 in the low, warm water.

During the peak of the deaths, by some counts more than 70,000 fish rotted on the river banks.

Exacerbating the problem was a bloom of parasites in the algae caused by the unseasonable flows and temperatures.

Scientists said that took a huge toll on juvenile fish that died at sea after picking up the parasites during their early growth in natal rivers and streams.

During spring 2002 and again the next year, biologists estimate that more than 80 percent of the juvenile fish returning to sea from the Klamath were lost to the parasite.

Farther north, fishing off the Washington Coast and into Oregon also could be restricted because coho salmon in the Lower Columbia River recently were listed as threatened under the Federal Endangered Species Act.

Despite the bleak forecasts, Oregon biologists went to the Seattle meetings with the expectation of retaining some fishing.

At a meeting late the past week in Newport with commercial and recreational anglers, biologists from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife said that seasons probably will be cut drastically for both groups.

But Curt Melcher, the state Ocean Salmon and Columbia River Fishery Program manager, said that zero fishing "is not our recommendation."

Looking at the numbers, though, some commercial anglers said that whatever the council decides, given the numbers, it won't be enough to keep many of them afloat.

Mike Becker, the captain of a 47-foot commercial fishing boat out of Newport, said many of his peers are out looking for jobs on the land.

"There won't be enough of a season to break even," he said. "If we get three or four weeks, which I think it'll come down to, you can't make enough to pay your expenses.

Video news clips can be found at the following links:
 http://www.piersystem.com/clients/uscg-13/51510.wmv
http://www.piersystem.com/clients/uscg-13/51538.wmv
 
